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When all the faculties, and passions are engaged in pursuing their

various and proper objects, according as nature directs and requires,

it will be a miracle if men do not jostle themselves clear of unrea-

sonable burdens. And any people or nation who have a true

sense of property and liberty will be zealous to establish them for

posterity, and seek to propagate them both at home and abroad.

These two burdens, civil and religious oppression, are laid on by

the power of princes and the power of priests.

In the burden of civil oppression is contained so much as the

prince and his officers have need of for all the purposes of their

pride and ambition;—to which passions there is no end, but will

comprehend Item for every thing a man possesseth.

And in the burden of religious oppression is contained so much

as the priest-hood have need of for the same purposes ;—whole pride

and cruelty exceed that of princes. In nations where it has had a

growth, and where it prevails, such as in Popish countries, where

this burden contains in it Item for all things in heaven and in earth,

here you must believe nothing contrary to the judgment of the

church; but must believe almost every thing else, however ab-

surd
)

the Bible only is excluded out of this heavy burden.

And in case any prove refractory, there is the inquisition, which

has many spurs for such asses ; and they may kick and spurn as they

will, but may [82] as well think of bringing Eome to London as to

think to throw of this burden.

Here is dungeons, where light or sun-shine never enter. The

very pictures of the mansions of the dead; tortures, which

furies in council only could contrive, are here the sad monitors of

obedience to miserable mortals. Strange, that nothing else could be

contrived to convince the consciences of men to believe the truth but

what is fit for the most stubborn and slothful animal. Can

bodily torture convince the mind ? Can hunger and pain reconcile

contradiction ?—Kind Jesus, this was never thy contrivance, whose

law is love; whose conduct is all mercy.

How can kingdoms bear such a yoke ? how can millions of reason-

able creatures submit to such unreasonable slavery ?

It must have cost much time and pains, and that too by help of

some infernal spirit, to deprive men thus of their sense and reason

:

the human mind is also subject to sad depravity to submit to


